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Tasmania’s first licensing law was enacted in 1825, when NSW withdrew its governance of
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prepared a code of Rules and By-Laws, which, in true colonial fashion, read “follow, as

nearly as possible ... the established Rules and By-Laws of the Parent Society in England”.

The main objective of the society was to maintain and promote “the respectability and

general interests of the Licensed Victuallers” in the colony. Their vision was to “establish

the Licensed Victuallers Society as a body of highly respectable men” and excluded

membership to “all those who wilfully and disgracefully offend against the laws”. Each
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member was to be issued a printed certificate of membership, as proof of “his being a

respectable member of the trade”.

At the first general meeting held on the first Monday of July, 1839, the Licensed
Victuallers’ Society resolved to provide legal assistance to members as required, in the form
of both monetary and moral support. The annual general meeting was held each year on

the 17th of April, to commemorate the anniversary of the Society’s formation.

On January 1st, 1856, Van Diemen’s Land became completely self-governing and the name e

of the colony was changed to Tasmania. It was during this time, that the (Van Dieman’s
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Land) Licensed Victuallers’ Society became the United Licensed Victuallers Association —
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Tasmania Branch. Since that time, the society has gone through two further name changes;

from the Australian Hotels Association — Tasmania Branch, to the current, Tasmanian ? ad} Yy o

Hospitality Association.
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The Tasmanian Licensed Victuallers’ Society was instituted on the 17th of April, 1839. 175 years later

the Tasmanian Hospitality Association (THA) still proudly represents the hospitality industry of Tasmania.




